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bench, and I would like to congratulate
him and his family on his confirma-
tion. It is truly indicative of the exem-
plary career he has had in the legal
profession, his commitment to our
State, and the esteem with which
Marylanders view his accomplish-
ments.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Who yields time for the majority?

Mr. McCAIN. | yield back the time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is all
time yielded back? Without objection,
all time is yielded back.

Mr. LEAHY. | ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Roger W. Titus, of Maryland, to be
United States District Judge for the
District of Maryland?

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. REID. | announce that the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. ED-
WARDS), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY), and the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) are
necessarily absent.

| further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY) would vote
“yea.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 97,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 438 Leg.]

YEAS—97
Akaka Dodd Lugar
Alexander Dole McCain
Allard Domenici McConnell
Allen Dorgan Mikulski
Baucus Durbin Miller
gayh E”S!Q" Murkowski
ennett nzi
Biden Feingold Murray
. . N Nelson (FL)
Bingaman Ft_amsteln Nelson (NE)
Bond Fitzgerald .
" Nickles
Boxer Frist
Breaux Graham (FL) Pryor
Brownback Graham (SC) Reed
Bunning Grassley Reid
Burns Gregg Roberts
Byrd Hagel Rockefeller
Campbell Harkin Santorum
Cantwell Hatch Sarbanes
Carper Hollings Schumer
Chafee Hutchison Sessions
Chambliss Inhofe Shelby
Clinton Inouye Smith
Cochran Jeffords Snowe
Coleman Johnson Specter
Collins Kennedy Stabenow
Conrad Kohl Stevens
Cornyn Kyl Sununu
Corzine Landrieu
: Talent
Craig Lautenberg Thomas
Crapo Leahy . .
Daschle Levin Voinovich
Dayton Lincoln Warner
DeWine Lott Wyden
NOT VOTING—3
Edwards Kerry Lieberman

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the President will
be notified of the Senate’s action
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will return to legislative session.

————————

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2004—Continued

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, it is
our intention to move next to the
amendment of the Senator from Ha-
waii, Mr. AKAKA; and, after that, to the
amendment of Senator CANTWELL.
However, Senator SPECTER from Penn-
sylvania has an amendment which he
wishes to propose. The time will not be
long and he has another time commit-
ment. | ask unanimous consent that
Senator SPECTER be recognized before
we proceed in the manner that | have
outlined.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The Senator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, |
thank the distinguished Senator from
Utah.

AMENDMENT NO. 2080

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, | call
up amendment No. 2080, which is at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the pending amendment is
set aside. The clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. SPEC-
TER] proposes an amendment numbered 2080.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To limit the use of funds to allo-

cate the rate of price support between the
purchase prices for nonfat dry milk and
butter in a manner that does not support
the price of milk at the rate prescribed by
law)

On page 79, between lines 7 and 8, insert
the following:

SEC. 7 . LIMITATION ON ALLOCATION OF PUR-
CHASE PRICES FOR BUTTER AND
NONFAT DRY MILK.

None of the funds made available by this
Act may be used to pay the salaries or ex-
penses of employees of the Department of
Agriculture to allocate the rate of price sup-
port between the purchase prices for nonfat
dry milk and butter in a manner does not
support the price of milk in accordance with
section 1501(b) of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
7981(b)).

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, this is
an amendment which | am offering fol-
lowing a letter on July 8, 2003, to the
Secretary of Agriculture, cosigned by
some 20 Senators. This amendment
provides that the Secretary must take
immediate action concerning the Com-
modity Credit Corporation’s purchase
price for dairy products. The market
price for individual products has fallen
below the support levels, thus allowing
the price of milk products to fall below
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the statutory level of $9.90 per hun-
dredweight.

In the year 2000, 7 out of 12 months
the price was below the $9.90 set at
$8.57. In 2002, 4 out of 12 months were
below the support price, and currently,
in 2003, 6 out of 12 months were below
the support price set at $9.11.

This amendment prohibits the ex-
penditures in the Department of Agri-
culture unless they follow the clear-cut
mandate of existing law, which is to
have the prices set.

| had understood a few moments ago
that this was cleared on both sides, but
it may be that there are some objec-
tions to be lodged. It is my hope that
this can be worked out in the course of
the afternoon.

I thank my colleagues for yielding
these few minutes. | yield the floor.

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, | sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2088

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, | rise
today to offer an amendment to H.R.
2673, the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act for fiscal year 2004, that will help
protect the health of the American
public. This amendment would prohibit
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) from utilizing funds under this
Act to approve downed animals for
human consumption. | thank Senators
LEVIN, CANTWELL, and LIEBERMAN for
cosponsoring this amendment.

Downed animals are livestock such
as cattle, sheep, swine, goats, horses,
mules, or other equines that are too
sick to stand or walk unassisted. Many
of these animals are dying from infec-
tious diseases and present a significant
pathway for the spread of disease.

I commend USDA and livestock orga-
nizations for their efforts to address
the issue of downed animals. However,
I am deeply concerned about diseases
such as BSE, Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy, more commonly
known as mad cow disease, that pose a
serious risk to the United States cattle
industry and human health. A food in-
spection study conducted in Germany
in 2001 found that BSE is present in a
higher percentage of downed livestock
than in the general cattle population.
USDA stated that downed animals are
one of the most significant potential
pathways that have not been addressed
in previous efforts to reduce risks from
BSE. Stronger legislation is needed to
ensure that these animals do not enter
our food chain. My amendment pre-
vents downed animals from being ap-
proved for consumption at our dinner
tables.

On January 21st of this year, USDA'’s
Animal and Plant Health Inspection

The
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